luted in 0.1% peptone, and 0.1-ml samples were spread over the surface of duplicate plates of media which had been dried for 5 days at room temperature. Incubation of inoculated plates was for 4 days on TSA (further incubation allowed too much spreading) or 10 days for all other media. Table 1 contains the results of viable counts from desert soils on TSA and PMA agars. PMA was significantly better than TSA in supporting large numbers of colonies. Sulfanilamide added to PMA did not change the results significantly from PMA used alone. However, the addition of both sulfanilamide and neomycin decreased the viable counts significantly, and in many cases to the level obtained with TSA. The higher counts with PMA prompted further studies with the inclusion of soil extract agar with glucose (SE), prepared as described by Pramer and Schmidt (5). The results ( Table 2 ) show again that PMA is significantly better than either TSA or SE in obtaining large counts. PMA gave higher counts even from the soil used to prepare the soil extract.
Many different types of samples were used in this investigation, including desert, lawn, pasture, lake shore, and garden soils, and mud from a lake and a bayou. PMA was superior to both TSA and SE in all cases. In addition, PMA has several other advantages over SE. It is reproducible, greatly decreases contamina- 
